Increased expression of keratin polypeptides in long term culture of adult rat hepatocytes.
Adult rat hepatocyte cultures showed the presence of albumin after 1 week of seeding. As the cultures aged, the cells commenced expressing alpha-foetoprotein and later keratin polypeptides 55 and 52 kD but ceased expressing albumin and alpha-foetoprotein. Enhanced expression of keratin polypeptides was confirmed by Western blot analysis in long term cultures. A possible mechanism for dedifferentiation of hepatocytes in culture is discussed.